Week Ending Friday, November 21, 2003

Statement on Congressional Action
on Comprehensive Energy
Legislation

November 14, 2003

I applaud the House and Senate for reach-
ing agreement on a comprehensive energy
bill. America will be safer and stronger with
a national energy policy that will help keep
the lights on, the furnaces lit, and the fac-
tories running. A good energy bill is part of
my six-point economic plan to create the con-
ditions for job creation and a sustained recov-
ery. By making America less reliant on for-
eign sources of energy, we also will make our
Nation more secure. 1 commend the Con-
gress for its hard work on this important
issue.

NoTEe: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7735—National
American Indian Heritage Month,
2003

November 14, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National American Indian Herit-
age Month, we honor the accomplishments
and culture of American Indians and Alaska
Natives and recognize their contributions to
our country. To help educate Americans and
illustrate the important role of these native
people to our Nation, the new National Mu-
seum of the American Indian will open next
year.

American Indians and Alaska Natives have
a long tradition of serving with pride and ac-
complishment in the United States Armed
Forces. Today, their patriotism is reflected
in the more than 13,000 American Indians
and Alaska Natives serving on active duty and

the more than 6,400 reservists. In lrag, Spe-
cialist Lori Piestewa of the Army’s 507th
Maintenance Company and a member of the
Hopi tribe, was the first American service-
woman killed in Operation Iraqi Freedom
and the only known American Indian woman
killed in action in any conflict. Her bravery,
service, and sacrifice are an inspiration to our
men and women in uniform and to all Ameri-
cans.

To ensure the future success of America’s
tribal communities, my Administration is
committed to improving education, increas-
ing employment and economic development,
and ensuring better access to health and
human services for all American Indians and
Alaska natives. Government-wide, we pro-
posed in the 2004 Budget to spend over $11
billion on Native American programs. The
Department of Education’s Office of Indian
Education is working to implement the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 within the
Native American community. Indian tribes,
schools, and local education agencies that
serve American Indian and Native Alaska
children will have access to nearly $122 mil-
lion in grants to improve education opportu-
nities. In addition, the Department of the In-
terior’s 2004 program includes over $49 mil-
lion for America’s tribal colleges and univer-
sities. This investment will help American In-
dian students reach their full potential and
achieve their dreams. We are also working
to address the healthcare needs of American
Indians, particularly the rising incidence of
diabetes.

The United States has a strong relationship
with American Indian tribes and Alaska Na-
tive entities. By continuing to work on a gov-
ernment-to-government basis with these
tribal governments, we are fostering greater
understanding and promoting tribal self-de-
termination and self-governance.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
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